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rice, specialty, and row crop growers, 
Bear River will loan equipment for 
growers to use throughout the year, but 
in particular during the busy spring 
season. “They use pull spreaders, 
liquid fertilizer applicators, storage 
tanks, tenders, spreaders, and other 
equipment,” says Rich French, loca-
tion manager at Bear River. “Tracking 
this equipment has always been a 
challenge — it goes out and sometimes 
stays there, and sometimes moves from 
farmer to farmer. So we were looking 
for some way to keep track of it.”

They decided to give the RFID sys-
tem a try. In Bear River’s case, the 
system utilizes a reader at the location 
entrance, individual and inexpensive 
RFID tags for each piece of traced 
equipment, and software to record 
reader data when it recognizes a tag. 

Each piece of equipment gets a plas-
tic RFID tag, which is loaded with in-
formation about the unit it is identify-
ing. When a piece of equipment leaves 
the yard, the reader picks up the tag 
information and sends it wirelessly to 
the office computer, which displays and 

records the information. Because the 
equipment is delivered by Bear River 
employees to the grower location, the 
destination of the equipment can be 
easily confirmed by the employee. 

If the equipment needs to be moved 
from one grower location to another, 
the employee can pick up the equip-
ment, move it to another location, and 
mark the new location using a portable 
tag reader. Back at the office, the in-
formation can be loaded into the sys-
tem, which updates the location of the 
equipment. 

More Possibilities
French says that while the simple 

equipment tracking is making a big 
difference for their business, “we are 
still getting our arms around this and 
learning new ways to use it every day.” 

French says that he expects to be ex-
panding his use of RFID tagging next 
season. He hopes to be using it to track 
down “lost” equipment by bringing out 
portable readers to farm sites. They 
will also be using it for more types of 
equipment that tend to get lost in the 

shuffle of the busy season. “We deliver 
tanks with gas engine pumps that cost 
$500 to $1,000, and if you can recover 
one or two of these that grower lose 
track of, you do very well,” says French. 

They are also looking at storing 
more information on the tags, includ-
ing maintenance records for internal 
and regulatory purposes. “We would 
like to use them on more vehicles 
to tell us where a vehicle went, and 
track information about where prod-
ucts were delivered and who is using 
what service.”

Finally, French is exploring the use 
of tags to establish a fixed location. “If 
we tag a portable strorage tank, we can 
set the tank and mark a GPS point,” 
says French. “That way, when we send 
trucks to deliver to that particular 
tank location, the GPS mark becomes 
a way point that we can indicate on a 
map and provide mapped navigation to 
the driver.” 

French admits that he’s only touched 
the “tip of the iceberg” when it comes to 
RFID technology, “but we’re constantly 
looking for new ways to use it.” 


